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Excess Checks Will Be Cut Three Weeks After Classes Begin 
Justin Lybarger 
Staff Writer 
Registered for classes? 
Check. 
Picked up a parking decal? 
Check. 
Received "Excess" check 
from Financial Aid? No, and 
you won't until at least three 
weeks after classes start. 
Everything seems to be fine. 
The last thing left to do now is 
to get your textbooks from the 
bookstore. You wait in line with 
the sand gnats, 90+ degree heat 
and 90%+ humidity for two 
hours, only to realize that the 
credit line that the Financial Aid 
department has graciously 
given to you is limited to only 
$400. The Financial Aid 
department believes tbat $400 is 
enough for not only books, but 
for your supplies as well. 
This has caused several problems 
for students here at AASU. 
Above all, there is the problem 
with the bookstore. $400 may 
seem like a lot of money to a 
freshman, but to a student with 
upper level courses, some of 
which require up to $300 worth 
of books, that amount will just 
Empty wallets grace the pockets of many AASU students as they await their excess checks. 
not do. 
The books for several AASU 
students this semester are in 
excess of $500. This does not 
include the amount needed for 
paper, folders, writing utensils, 
etc. Therefore, some students 
will either not get the books for 
half of their classes until the 
middle of September, or apply 
for private loans to take care of 
everything until their "Excess" 
checks are sent to them. 
There was a meeting during 
the summer on this subject that 
the Financial Aid office invited 
students to attend. The Financial 
Aid department was performing 
some type of damage control by 
informing students of what was 
to come, why it was coming and 
asking for input. 
The reason for the wait is that 
there are some unscrupulous 
"students" that show up only 
for an "Excess" check and then 
don't go to any of their classes. 
The Financial Aid department 
has been fined in the past for 
this problem, and the solution 
they have come up with in 
essence punishes the rest of the 
student body. 
Other universities in the 
University System of Georgia 
have different waiting periods 
for "Excess" checks. Valdosta 
State University also has a 3-
week waiting period for students, 
whereas both Georgia Southern 
and Georgia Tech will be sending 
out "Excess" checks during the 
first week of classes. These 
other universities have had the 
same problem with students not 
attending courses and it seems 
like it is up to each school to 
decide their waiting period. 
This program will remain in 
place indefinitely. The 
administration has decided that 
the delay is the easiest way to 
overcome this problem, and 
there is no way to change that. 
The administration's response 
to the complaints thus far? Deal 
with it. 
"Armstrong is a benchmark for the rest of Georgia," says President Jones 
Sasha McBrayer 
Assistant Editor 
The University Meeting was 
held at 10:00 AM on Tuesday, 
August 12, 2003. For faculty 
and staff of Armstrong Atlantic 
State University, this semian­
nual gathering in the Fine Arts 
Auditorium can be likened to a 
type of state of the union ad­
dress. This fall University 
President Thomas Z. Jones had 
a lot of good things to brag 
about, yet at the same time remained 
stringent about his expectations 
for the near future. 
Jones joked that barriers 
blocking Science Drive this 
morning were all necessary to 
Armstrong's plans of recruiting 
a new track team and that students 
and faculty would be evaluated 
on how well they maneuvered 
over such hurdles. 
After the good laugh, Jones 
commented fervidly, "Thank 
goodness that Solms and Hawes 
halls have reopened... and not a 
moment too soon." After being 
out of commission for nearly an 
entire year, these buildings are 
betterthan new and were completed 
under budget. 
Speaking of renovations, 
Jones also illuminated a new 
plan to create a charming 
International Garden between 
Solms and Hawes. "In this 
International Garden will be a 
series of Continental Plazas." 
This beautifying project should 
be underway by the end of this 
year. 
Compass Point Phase Two is 
at 100% occupancy, says Jones, 
who was excited about 
CD 
University President Thomas Z. 
Jones speaks at the Fall 2003 
University Meeting. 
Armstrong's first health clinic, 
which now is located at the 
dorms. Plans have already been 
set in motion for phase three. 
2003 has seen a 10% increase 
in enrollment, and Jones reflected 
an attitude of preparation for 
more increases. 
"There is a reason why Armstrong 
is viewed in the light it is 
viewed, and there is a reason 
why some of the things we do 
are recognized as benchmarks 
in the university system and 
sometimes internationally," he 
related. The Honors program is 
one, which some believe is the 
best Honors program in Georgia. 
The Emerging Leader Program 
is another. Long time investments 
of financial support by local 
firms contribute as well. 
Jones looks forward to a 
powerful future AASU debate 
team and mock court trials and 
heartily congratulates the 
department of Art, Music, and 
Theatre for creating a Southside 
cultural epicenter. 
Perhaps one of the most 
impressive groups on campus 
described at the meeting was the 
university's athletic department. 
With a campus of 70% female 
enrollment, seven of our eight 
campus sports made it to the 
NCAA Championships. We 
have 110 student athletes, and 
what is "phenomenal" is that 
their overall GPA's are four 
Continued on page 5 
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August 18, 2003 Happenings 
From the SGA 
Welcome back to Armstrong Atlantic State University! We look forward to inter­
acting with you during another year as we share in the exciting times ahead here at 
AASU. 
We'd like to encourage you to get involved by letting us know what you need 
from us. Tell us what you'd like to see in programming from the Campus Union 
Board, what you see as a problem on campus, things you'd like to see improved or 
enhanced... the list goes on and on. We're here to serve you, so let us know what 
we can do to make life better for the students of AASU. 
Members of the SGA continually monitor the Pirates Cove forum, so you can 
also make suggestions there. Or ask questions. Or just open some interesting con­
versations. It's a tool, one that we all pay for, so please help us take advantage of it 
so that we can communicate with each other more effectively. 
The Inkwell is also an important tool. We will update the information contained in 
The Inkwell each edition so that you can easily find out what the SGA is doing. 
The SGA meetings, held every Monday at 12:05 pm in UH 156, are open to 
everyone. You can come in and see what is going on, or wait until afterwards and 
convey your thoughts to a representative. 
Get involved, AASU! We're here to help you, so keep in touch! 
Open Meetings 
Every Monday at 12:05 p.m. the Student Government holds weekly 
Senate meetings in UH 156. Senate meetings are open to ALL students, 
faculty, and staff. Everyone interested is encouraged to attend. 
Minutes for all recent SGA Senate meetings are public record and 
posted outside the SGA Office located on the right side of the upper level of the 
MCC Building. 
To ask questions, or for more information, contact: 












Quotes For August 
"'Tis better to be silent and be 
thought a fool, than to speak 
and remove all doubt. "-Abra­
ham Lincoln 
"Under capitalism, man 
exploits man. Under commu­
nism, it's just the opposite."-
John Kenneth Galbraith 
"Honest criticism is hard to 
take, particularly from a 
relative, a friend, an acquain­
tance, or a stranger."- Franklin 
P. Jones 
"If there are no stupid ques­
tions, then what kind of ques­
tions do stupid people ask? Do 
they get smart just in time to 
ask questions?"-Scott Adams 
University Relations 
• AASU Students Study Abroad in Denmark 
• AASU Awarded $500,000 Grant from The Goizueta Foundation for 
At-Risk Hispanic/Latino Program 
• AASU Dental Hygiene Graduates Complete Examinations with 









First day of classes - Fall 2003 Semester 
SGA Meeting 
12:05 pm UH 156 
Komedy in the Kafe sponsored by OMA and Kappa Alpha Psi 
8:00 pm - 10:00 pm MCC Cafeteria 
OMA Movie 'Bringing Down the House' 
7:30 pm - 10:00 pm UH 156 
Compass Point Barbecue 
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm Compass Point 
SGA Meeting 
12:05 pm UH 156 
Astronomy Club Meeting 
12:00 pm - 1:00 pm Science Center 2504 
New Student Reception sponsored by OMA 
3:00 pm - 5:00 pm MCC Faculty Dining Room 
Beach Bash 












Labor Day - University Holiday 
Student Organization Fair 
11:30 am - 1:30 pm AASU Quad 
An Afternoon in the Caribbean sponsored by OMA 
3:00 pm - 7:00 pm Compass Point Gazebo -
SGA. Meeting 
12:05 pmUH 156 
'Lessons from Africa' sponsored by CUB and AM&T 
9:00 am - 5:00 pm Fine Arts Gallery (through Oct. 8th) 
HOLA (Hispanic Outreach & Leadership) Inaugural Meeting 
12:00 pm MCC Faculty Dining Room 
Skin Cancer Lecture by Dr. Marilyn Buck 
12:00 pm-1:30 pm UH 156 
SGA Meeting 
12:05 pmUH 156 
SGA-ARC Blood Drive 
10:30 am - 4:30 pm MCC Lobby 
OMA Movie for Hispanic Heritage Month Program 
7:30 pm -10:00 pmUH 156 
SGA Meeting 
12:05 pm UH 156 
OMA Movie 'Biker Boyz' 
7:30 pm - 10:00 pm UH 156 
For more go to http://www.armstrong.edu/calendar.htm 
Want to know the latesi 
events on campus? Log c 
to cove.armstrong.edu!! 
For more information visit www.urelations.armstrong.edu! 
Around Campus August 18, 2003 "$• 3 
Feeling strewed/out? 
Overwhelmed by balancing the demands of 
school... job... relationship... family... friends 
Free professional counseling is available at 
AASU. Contact Student Affairs at 927-5271 or 
stop by MCC Room 211 to set up an appoint­
ment with John Mitchell. 
Back to School... Already?!? 
.ANY MY ALL DAY 
Chris Lancia 
Editor 
Welcome back, AASU! It's time for 
another year of studying and trying to 
maintain that 3.0 GPA for HOPE. And 
time to cover all the new and interesting 
things going on around campus. 
Let's start out with the new and improved 
Inkwell. We're now a weekly publication, 
so pick one up every Wednesday to keep 
up with the news around campus. The 
news will be more current, and the vents 
schedules and publicity will keep you 
more aware of upcoming activities. 
But we need contributors! You don't 
have to write to help out. You can take 
photos for us, write poetry, provide artwork 
or just let us know of news on campus. 
We accept Letters to the Editor; you can 
even withhold your name from publication! 
To help everyone out, the Inkwell will 
be holding publication meetings every 
Monday at 2:00 pm upstairs in the MCC, 
room 202. You'll be able to pitch story 
ideas to us, ask us questions, get assignments 
or even complain about us. 
Help us make this newspaper the best 
publication in the University System of 
Georgia. We've got some incredible talent 
here on campus, so take it upon yourself 
to get \two\ved. 
Moving on... the second phase of 
Compass Point has been completed. The 
new occupants have already moved in, 
so there are now 525 students living on 
campus. That opens an entire new world 
here at AASU, as the Division of Student 
Affairs must now create more programming 
to keep those students happy. 
The new dorms don't just mean more 
beds. The Offices of Career Services and 
Counseling Services are now located in 
Compass Point as well. And AASU has 
its' first on campus health facility! All 
of these services are housed in the new 
Student Affairs annex, located on the end 
of the building in Compass Point with 
the balcony on the end. 
Solms and Hawes Halls are also now 
open. Solms Hall houses the Advisement 
Center, the offices of the Dean of Arts 
and Sciences, the General Studies 
department, the Health Science department 
and the Honors Program, Hawes Hall 
houses the Economics department and 
the History department. 
AASU is growing quickly, as evidenced 
by the 1000 incoming students that attended 
CHAOS this summer. Record setting 
enrollment numbers are expected in 
the Fall semester, and the increase in 
students (and their accompanying fees) 
is expected to help the University deal 
with the budget crunch. 
As you've probably noticed, you won't 
be getting your tuition refund, or excess, 
checks until at least three weeks after 
classes start. As a way to alleviate out of 
pocket expenses for incoming students, 
the Financial Aid office has set up a 
credit account system in the bookstore. 
If you have an excess check coming, you 
can charge up to $400 (depending on the 
amount of expected refund) in books and 
supplies. 
Back to the Inkwell... you can also 
check us out on the web! Our new pages 
are located at www.sa.armstrong.edu/ 
inkwell. We'll be posting the pages up 
each week, in PDF format, so that you 
can view them online. The PDF's will 
be up on Tuesday, so you'll be able to 
find check us out early by logging on to 
our website! 
That's it for now. Get to class! Take 
some time and relax... enjoy your time 
here at AASU, as it will soon seem like 
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Books for Sale for Fall 2003 
Pnnmrt T i sa @ 233-1470 or wallacli@stndents.armstrong.edu 
(1) Biology 1107 or 1108, The Unity and Diversity of Life, 10th Ed. w/CD, 
ISBN: 0534388000 
Bookstore: New: $112.50 Used: $44.50 
MY PRICE: $70 ...... -t. ToRN. 
(2) Sociology 1101 (Dr. Rinalducci), Essentials of Sociology, 5th Ed., ISBN. 
0205389252 
Bookstore: New: $60.75 Used: $44.50 
MY PRICE: $40 
Second Thoughts, 2nd Ed., ISBN: 0761986650 
Bookstore: New: $33 Used: $24.25 
MY PRICE: $20 
WILL SELL BOTH TOGETHER FOR $55 
(3) Art 1100, Living with Art, 6th Ed. w/CD and Time Line, ISBN. 
0072475250 
Bookstore: New: $68 Used: $49.75 
MY PRICE: $40 TCHM. ooAnonziig 
(4) English 2100, Their Eyes Were Watching God, ISBN: 0060931 
Bookstore: New: $13.95 Used: $10.25 
MY PRICE: $5 
Note; the Bookstore also charges taxes and some used books don't have the CD that 
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Local Military Spouses Frustrated By 3rd ID Misinformation 
Chris Lancia 
Editor , 
Many questions face the families 
and friends of the deployed 
members of the 3rd Infantry 
Division, based at Fort Stewart 
and Hunter Army Air Field near 
Savannah, GA. Lately only one 
has surfaced on a regular basis: 
when are they coming home? 
While small numbers of soldiers 
have begun to trickle home, the 
majority of the Division is still 
somewhere in Iraq. In order to 
figure out when they're coming 
home, it must first be determined 
why they're still there. 
The Division was deployed 
almost a year ago. At that time 
they were preparing for a possible 
invasion of Iraq to topple the 
regime of Saddam Hussein and 
the Baath Party. On March 20, 
2003, the war began, and six 
weeks later, on May 1, President 
George W. Bush declared an 
end to major fighting in Iraq. 
Almost three months later 3rd 
ID remains anywhere but home. 
Yet talk of their return continues 
on a daily basis. First it was the 
end of June. Then there was talk 
of a return by the end of August. 
Now it appears that the members 
of the 3rd ID may remain in Iraq 
indefinitely. 
"It's really frustrating to hear 
that they're coming home and 
PFC Adam Jones from B Company, 3-
15th Infantry, 2nd Brigade, 3rd Infan­
try Division (Mechanized), talks with 
an Iraqi man while out on patrol in 
Falluja, Iraq, during Operation Iraqi 
Freedom. 
then be told that the plans have 
changed," stated one spouse 
who requested to have her name 
withheld. Her husband, a mem­
ber of the 3rd Battalion, 7th Cal­
vary Regiment, has been de­
ployed since September 21, 
2002. 
The follow-on missions that 
have been given to the 3rd ID 
a r e  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  c o n t i n u e d  
violence in Iraq. Trie danger to 
the U.S. soldiers weighs heavily 
on many families. 
"They did their part; they won 
the war," commented another 
spouse who declined to be 
recognized. "As if it wasn't 
enough stress to have to worry 
about my husband during the 
war, I now have to worry about 
him as he keeps the peace. I 
know he's a soldier, and this is 
what he does, but that knowledge 
doesn't help me sleep at night 
as I lie there hoping the latest 
casualty wasn't him." 
The Pentagon has stated that 
there is no timeline for either the 
redeployment of the 3rd ID or 
removal of U.S. troops from 
Iraq. All that has been said is 
that the U.S. will stay there until 
the job is done. 
Relief will not be forthcom­
ing from many of the nations 
that have traditionally helped 
out in these type of missions. 
Germany and France have already 
denied requests for troops. 
Those countries, still adamant 
that the war should never have 
taken place without UN approval, 
have expressed indifference 
towards U.S. and British cries 
for assistance. 
"I'd like to know why another 
unit can't be sent to take over 
i n  I r a q , "  s a i d  t h e  f i r s t  s p o u s e .  
"OUT guys have been there over 
a year; it's time to bring them 
home." 
The biggest obstacle to a 
complete redeployment is that 
there simply isn't any other unit 
ready to take on such a mission. 
3rd ID has been the primary 
force trained to respond to a crisis 
in the Middle East, with a 
regular rotation training in 
Kuwait throughout the year. 
Add to that similar missions 
in Afghanistan, Bosnia and a 
1st Sgt. Dale with the 1/9 Field Artil­
lery Medical Detachment examines a 
child for illness at a temporary medi­
cal clinic in Khandari, Iraq, July 11, 
2003. 
possible one in Liberia, and you 
have a military stretched thin. 
And without an easy pick to 
take over in Iraq. 
The latest news is that they 
members of the 3rd ID should 
b e  h o m e  b y  t h e  e n d  o f  S e p t e m b e r .  
The family and friends of the 
deployed soldiers aren't holding 
their breath. 
Will it work? You'll know if you 
see my smiling face handing ou t 
newspapers in a week. If you don't 
see me, then you'll know tha t a 
3.60 GPA and four years of study­
ing, making professional relation­
ships, and preregistering for every­
thing. .. mean nothing. 
Why write this editorial? I don't 
want to promote negativity. I don't 
want to say that I'm more impor­
tant than entering freshmen, and 
that my paperwork should ha ve 
been verified weeks ago. Rea lly I 
don't mean to say that. I just hope 
that by taking advantage of the 
voice I have on campus, people in 
the position to prevent this sort of 
thing from continuously occurring, 
people who have ideas on how to 
expedite things, people who will be 
bold enough to say, hey, there is a 
problem here, might take some ac­
tion for enduring students like me. 
You might note that out of th e 
five full time staff members of the 
Inkwell, three others are having 
similar problems. One needs to 
take out a loan to pay for the loan 
that is paying tuition till he can be 
reimbursed. One hasn't seen an 
Award Letter all summer and can't 
seem to find out why. The last one 
fears he won't be able to pay rent 
since we won't get our difference 
checks under the new policy until 
three weeks after the semester be­
gins. Sure, he can buy books with 
the $400.00 book credit, but he 
can't pay rent with it. 
The need is there. There is no 
doubt. By all means verify it. 
Verify it twice, but tell the students 
when it is happening and what to 
do about, then finish the proc ess 
weeks before class begins, not days 
before. Doesn't that make sense? 
COME LIVE WITH US!! 
P m p g r f y  M m m g e f ;  n  ^ .  A m s i m t  M a n a g e r :  
Jean,*. Cun*e **Hllge StUQeilt DlSCOUntS** ItimbeHyMeuen 
Kings Cove Apartments 
•2 SwinMwng Boolg* 
•Fitness'Center* 
$99.00 Security Deposit 
1 or 2 Bedrooms 
(Spachm Apartments} 
4 Different FJoorplans 
*Ptet«Friendiy* 
•Breakfast Bar* 
•All Electric Apartments* 
Office) 925-4815 
(Fax) 925-6997 
$25,00 Off 'Monthly rent 
1/2 Mile from AASU 
Walking distance for shopping and 
restaurants 
12350 Mercy Blvd 
Savannah. Gt 31419 
Droppin' Anchor... CROSSWORD PUZZLE ANSWERS 
Courtesy of AASU Athletics 
The Peach Belt Conference 
tournament champion Arm­
strong Atlantic State volleyball 
team ha s released its 2003 
schedule, comprising of 10 
home dates, three tournaments 
and several o ut-of-conference 
matchups with nationally-
ranked squads. 
The Pirates - who go into the 
upcoming s eason with eight 
new play ers, the most since 
head coac h Alan Segal's first 
year at Armstr ong Atlantic in 
1999 - will open the season at 
the Lewis University Invita­
tional in Romeoville, 111., on 
August 29-30. 
AASU will also compete at 
the Nebraska-Omaha Classic on 
Sept. 5-6 before opening its 
home schedule on Sept. 12-13 
with the 2003 AASU/Chatham 
Orthopaedics Volleyball Clas­
sic. 
The Classic features 24 
matches with some of the best 
DII teams in the southeast, in­
cluding No. 3-ranked Tampa 
and NCAA South Region par­
ticipants Catawba and Florida 
Southern. 
AASU visits No. 18-ranked 
Barry on Sept. 19, then begins 
its 2003 Peach Belt Conference 
slate on Sept. 26 at Lander. The 
Pirates captured their first Peach 
Belt Conference tournament 
title in 2002 and will defend 
their title on Nov. 13-15 in Spar­
tanburg, S.C. 
The Pirates have advanced to 
three straight NCAA Champi­
onships and will look to return 
to a fourth with PBC Tourna­
ment MVP Alexia Piche-Hatch, 
the team's leading returning hit­
ter in middle hitter Candice 
Modlinski and righfside hitter 
Darcey Krug all coming back 
for their junior seasons. Head 
coach Alan Segal begins his 
fifth season at the helm of the 
Pirates after compiling a 124- I 
35 record in his firsi four -years ' 
at AASU. 
2003 Ladv Pirates Volleyball Schedule 
Aug. 29-30 (Fri-Sat) at 2003 Lewis University Invitational 
Aug. 293:00 pm vs. Lewis 
5:00 pm vs. Wheeling Jesuit 
Aug. 30 10:00 am vs. Wisconsin-Parkside 
12:00 pm vs. Hillsdale 
Sep. 5-6 (Fri-Sat) at 2003 Nebraska-Omaha Classic 
Sep. 5 12:00 pm Vs. Arkansas Tech 
4:00 pm vs. Emporia State 
Sep. 6 12:00 pm vs. Christian Brothers 
6:00 pm vs. Colorado Christian 
Sep. 12-13 (Fri-Sat) 2003 AASU/Chatham Orthopedic Volleyball Classic 
Sep. 12 1:00 pm Presbyterian 
7:00 pm Florida Southern 
Sep. 13 1:00 pm Catawba 
7:00 pm Tampa 
Sep. 19 (Fri) 8:00 pm @ Barry 
Sep. 20 (Sat) 2:00 pm vs. Florida Tech (@ Miami Shores) 
7:00 pm vs. Nova Southeastern 
Sep. 26 (Fri) 7:00 pm @ Lander 
Sep. 27 (Sat) 3:00 pm @ USC Spartanburg 
Oct. 3 (Fri) 7:00 pm UNC Pembroke 
Oct. 4 (Sat) 4:00 pm Francis Marion 
Oct. 8 (Wed) 7:00 pm @ North Florida 
Oct. 10 (Fri) 7:00 pm Augusta State 
Oct. 11 (Sat) 4:00 pm USC Aiken 
Oct. 16 (Thu) 7:00 pm @ Saint Leo 
Oct. 17 (Fri) 7:00 pm @ Florida Southern 
Oct. 19 (Sun) 2:00 pm @ Tampa 
Oct. 24 (Fri) 7:00 pm Lander 
Oct. 25 (Sat) 4:00 pm USC Spartanburg 
Oct. 29 (Wed) 7:00 pm North Florida 
Oct. 31 (Fri) 7:00 pm @ UNC Pembroke 
Nov. 1 (Sat) 3:00 pm @ Francis Marion 
Nov. 4 (Tue) 3:00 pm Eckerd . 
Nov. 7 (Fri) 7:00 pm @ USC Aiken 
Nov. 8 (Sat) 4:00 pm @ Augusta State 
Continued from page 1 
tenths of a percent higher than 
the student body average. "Our 
hats are off to the coaches," 
Jones said, glad not to have seen 
the "nightmare" that is sports 
scandal in his three years at this 
institution. 
In conclusion, the plan for 
the next several years was 
explained to the audience. 
There was a 20% increase of 
students at this year's CHAOS 
alone. A beautiful campus, and 
amazing housing have been 
things parents attending 
CHAOS delighted in, and Jones 
expects the increase in enrollment 
to only go higher. 
Students must always come 
first. Jones wishes Armstrong 
to "improve academic advisement." 
"[We] must have more ful time 
faculty," he demanded. 
He had seen enough of trying 
to answer full time problems 
tackled by part time staff 
positions. Also, Jones said, "the 
University cannot be all things 
to all people." He called for 
more limits placed on enrollment 
into certain student programs, 
and focus upon those programs 
that were most vital. 
Jones further called for an 
updating of the existing five-
year plan in order to develop 
"greater efficiency." He wants 
Armstrong to find new ways of 
"doing business", which includes 
finding new moneys and new 
investors. He also described for 
the crowd at least two projects 
aimed at similar positive goals. 
The Education Properties 
Incorporation (EPI) owns 
Compass Point and will be very 
active in AASU's future. The 
Tri Project will add 35,000 
square-feet to the college in 18 
to 24 months and Compass 
Point Phase Three will double 
the current occupancy of student 
housing. 
All in all it has been a good 
year and, despite current and 
oncoming challenges, the future 
looks very bright. 
t I U 
A O E: 
ft A T 
Amnesty International USA & Fellowship 
of Reconciliation Present: 
* *  i k C O H t  
:QW. 
Father Roy Bourgeois 
Father Bourgeois is a Maryknoll Catholic priest, human rights activist 
and founder of the School of America's Watch, speaking on the U.S. 
military involvement in the civil wars in Latin America and their 
impact on churches and civilian population. 
10am, Saturday, August 23: Frank Callen Boys & Girls Club, Savannah 
Noon, Saturday, August 23: Sacred Heart Catholic Church, Savannah 
6pm, Saturday, August 23: The Sentient Bean, Savannah 
11am, Sunday, August 24: Unitarian Universalist Church, Savannah 
For further details regarding the above meetings call: 912-303-0672 
For More Information loe onto: www.soaw.ore 
sty 
Internationa 
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sm 1522@ students .armstrong.edu 
Hello and welcome back to 
AASU. Or if you are new to our 
fair campus, greetings, my 
name is Sasha and one of my 
favorite hats that I wear as 
member of the Inkwell staff is 
Arts and Entertainment editor. 
In this section of the paper 
you'll read about the Depart­
ment of Art, Music & Theatre 
as well as film and music re­
views. Now I know that you 
can all see my email address up 
there below my name and title, 
so you know what that means? 
It means that you should help 
me out and keep me informed 
about every little entertainment 
related tidbit that you come 
across. Who is starring in a play 
at the Lucas theatre? When is 
your local band's first gig 
downtown? What venue now 
has an open mic night? What 
CD did you just buy that totally 
stank? If no one tells me, how 
am I supposed to know? In fact, 
why call on me when you can 
type up a colorful story your­
self, get published, and get paid 
for it? Get on board. It's fun. 
Sasha's Movies 
of the Week: 
1. Pirates of the 
Caribbean 
2. Bad Boys II 
3. Seabiscuit 
4. Tomb Raider: 
Cradle of Life 
5. Terminator 3 
Sasha McBrayer 
Assistant Editor 
What is magic? For me, an 
evening at Jenkins Theater was 
magical, just as fans of the 
summer musical, The 
Fantasticks, assured me it 
would be. As I waited for the 
show to begin, I sat shoulder to 
shoulder with a colorful, sold 
out crowd. Around me young 
couples were on dates. College 
students paused from parties or 
study sessions. And local theater 
lovers of all ages took two hours 
to treat themselves to a viewing 
of Armstrong's Masquers' 
unraveling of a whimsical story 
about the foolishness, humor, 
sentimentality, and yes, magic 
of young love. It was a musical, 
so there was singing, dancing, and 
a few surprises. 
My favorite aspects of the 
show were all related directly to 
the actors themselves. 
Watching Maureen Yasko 
acting in any show, no matter 
her role is always a joy. Her 
singing voice is delightful, and 
her footwork seems effortless. 
"Die for the man, Mortimer," 
was my favorite line in the 
whole production and none 
other than Dr. Roger Miller, 
Armstrong's own Assistant 
Professor of Theater, delivered 
it. His interpretation of the 
character' 'Henry'' was exemplary. 
It was great to see a teacher 
performing, and he was laugh 
out loud funny. 
Of course, Henry's partner 
was comedian, Rick Hesson, 
who played "Mortimer" and 
displayed the best mime of a 
man dying I have ever seen with 
perfect timing and a perfect 
accent. 
The style, charisma, and voice 
of vital character, "El Gallo" 
was brought to life by Kenny 
Wonderley, who is indeed a 
wonder. He is one of the many 
elements that make the play 
great. 
Similarly, I have never seen a 
more angelic, delicate, graceful 
figure as that of "Mute", played 
by Amanda Blewett. This role 
was perfectly cast, and Amanda 
shines without the luxury of 
using her voice. 
To congratulate the hard work 
and creativity of everyone 
involved in the show would take 
many pages, but my heartfelt 
duty is to highlight everything 
just enough. To do so I must 
show my appreciation for one 
last person, who completely 
surprised and wowed audiences. 
Kevin Cartee delivered a 
beautiful performance alongside 
golden gal Bess McCreary as 
"Matt", the male lead. His singing 
voice is a 10 without question. 
I was able to interview assistant 
director Chris Shirley about 
The Fantasticks. Chris told me 
that assistant directing was 
"Unique [and] a lot of fun. Its 
hard," he explained, "But its 
really rewarding." His favorite 
thing about the show was hard 
to pick, but he said, "I love the 
lights on this show. Our light 
designer Mike Ramps, is just 
so good. I really like all of the 
things El Gallo said, the wisdom 
and knowledge his character 
displayed was great. I also 
thoroughly enjoyed Mortimer's 
character. He was hysterical." 
Fortunately you can still see 
for yourself. If you missed it 
this summer or just want to see 
it again, The Fantasticks cast 
will perform an encore 
presentation August 28,29, and 
30. 
August 11-29: "Textures" the Fiber Guild of 
Savannah's gallery show of Fiber Arts will be presented 
in the AASU Fine Arts Gallery. Gallery hours are 9:00 
A.M.-5:00 P.M., Mondays through Fridays. Admission 
is free. Reception to be held August 22. 
Inkwell's CDs of the Week: 
1. Sountrack: Bad Boys II 
2. Michelle Branch: Hotel Paper 
3. Good Charlotte: The Young and the 
Hopeless 
4. Metallica: St. Anger 
5. Stain'd: 14 Shades of Gray 







"When contemporary art 
seems a bit threatening, one 
should remember: the opposite 
of love is not hate, it's said to 
be indifference. If one feels of­
fended or threatened, this is a 
signal that a great opportunity 
has arisen to learn something 
about one's self. Contemporary 
artists might shock people be­
cause they are cultural explor­
ers. While there are certainly 
artists who create art today for 
the sole purpose of shocking 
others, that is usually not the 
artist's primary objective. Art­
ists in all media help us to ex­
amine our culture and learn 
about ourselves. That is their 
job. It is also important to re­
member that artists now ac­
cepted as 'The Great Masters' 
(e.g. da Vinci and Monet) 
shocked their own contempo­
rary publics." 
Those very enlightened words 
were offered to me by Dr. Jill 
Miller when I asked her to help 
me explain why people who 
might be offended by it, should 
still see art such as Sharon 
McCusker's summer Installa­
tion piece, "An American Liv­
ing Room". 
From 9 AM - 5 PM, Miss Mc-
Cusker and fellow artist Tristy 
Stephens occupied the Fine Arts 
gallery while eating junk food 
and watching taped coverage of 
the war in Iraq in a "comatose 
zombie-like" state, hooked on 
the ultimate reality show (Mc-
Cusker). President Bush's war 
address was written on the gal­
lery floor in chalk. 
I would remind everyone not 
to fear the expressions of oth­
ers and congratulate Sharon on 
her courage. 
My Two Cents: 
AASU Script Review 
Chris Shirley 
Mamet's reputation for choppy 
dialogue and harsh language is 
supported in his short play titled 
Reunion. It is a tale of an ex-
alcoholic father (Bernie) whose 
daughter (Carol) tracks him 
down after 20 years of separa­
tion. Through difficult life les­
sons and introspection Bernie 
begins to find himself, but Carol 
seems to be loosing who she is 
throughout the script. 
At 41 pages in 14 scenes, the 
flow seems to halt at times, with 
seemingly unconnected ideas 
beginning and ending scenes. 
Bemie dominates the conversa­
tions with seemingly random 
monologues throwing words of 
wisdom at the reader too fast to 
digest. Though the writing re­
flects Mamet's unique sense of 
realistic conversations, utilizing 
repetition and interruption, Re­
union lacks the subtle phrasing 
and ideas that later define 
Mamet as a master of language. 
Obviously an early work copy­
righted in 1979, as compared to 
his popular Oleanna in 1993, 
the lack of development in his 
style left me unsatisfied. 
Due to the choppy nature of the 
dialogue, as well as the rough 
and often unnecessary scene 
changes, the enjoyment of read­
ing the script was ruined by the 
realization that this show would 
perform horribly. For an inter­
esting read, Reunion fits the 
bill; for a good show, avoid Re­
union at all costs. 




Sometimes part of growing up 
means learning to cope with the 
process. 
When we were children, we 
asked for something, and within 
reason, our parents provided it 
for us. There was no paper 
work. No money exchanged 
hands. There was no line to wait 
in. And your parents certainly 
didn't have representatives, 
agents, and other personnel 
channels to go through before 
you spoke to them. Most 
importantly, there was no 
verification... 
Ah, I see you are familiar with 
that word 'verification'. It 
seems you m ay have heard it a 
time or two while dealing with 
Armstrong's Financial Aid 
Office. Yes. 
Now I know what you're 
thinking. You're wondering 
why the fine folks at the Inkwell 
are beating up on the hard work­
ing Financial Aid staff. That 
doesn't seem like a good way to 
begin anew semester, does it, es­
pecially when we want incom­
ing f reshmen to like their new 
university? 
I can assure you that our intent 
at the student newspaper is not 
t o  w h i n e ,  a v o i d  t h e  
responsibilities and the processes 
that come with growing into the 
adult world, nor bad mouth 
anyone. O n the contrary, I'll be 
the first one to say that some 
people working in Financial Aid 
are some of the most pleasant, 
most patient people on the face 
of the earth. I have nothing but 
respect for any person who must 
deal with clueless people all day 
as their occupation. 
That having been said, I, for 
the life of me, can't understand 
why it is less than a week before 
classes start for the Fall Semester, 
and I still have not received an 
Award Letter. 
I have nothing to hide. I'll 
share my entire story with you, 
detail by detail. My name is 
Sasha. I'm an art major and I 
love to write. I've been going 
to Armstrong since August of 
1999, the year I graduated from 
high school. In December I will 
have worked as the Inkwell's 
Assistant Editor for an entire 
year and I can proudly say, it's 
been work, but it has been ful­
filling and fun. 
My first semester at AASU, 
my parents had been separated 
an entire year. My mom and I 
were on our own for the first 
time in our lives without an alpha 
male to take care of us. My 
mom, after a lifetime of being a 
homemaker, had to go out into 
the cold, scary world and look 
for a job to support us both. At 
the time we lived in government 
housing, which charges rent 
according to income. Though 
neither of us worked, we did 
have an income. For being a 
military wife for close to 20 
years, my mom gets a military 
allotment, which, thankfully, 
my father cannot touch. It 
comes directly to us, and we 
lived off of it. 
While mom actively looked 
for work, we were eligible for 
food stamps and she did volunteer 
work for The Department of 
Family and Children Services. 
My first semester I came under 
verification. I had to prove that 
my parents weren't together; 
otherwise my dad's income 
would count for something. It 
doesn't, however, because I 
don't see him, and I don't see 
his money. We took the necessary 
steps to prove their separation, 
and then it was over. 
Soon, however, I found myself 
in an annoying pattern. For four 
years I have been under 
verification probably every 
semester except for maybe one, 
including summer semesters. 
Also, because I live 40 minutes 
away, I had to drive back and 
forth to the Financial Aid office 
day after day to keep checking 
on my status. 
Now they tell me that this is a 
necessary and random process. 
They aren't targeting me at all. 
To that 1 say, "Fine, but why 
does the process take longer and 
longer every semester?" 
Today is Monday. By Friday 
I need for Financial Aid to finish 
verifying my information and 
send an Award Letter to 
Hinesville where I live. Then I 
need to sign it and return it. If I 
fail to do all this by Friday, the 
school will drop all of my 
classes. I won't be able to go to 
school this fall. I will have to 
quit my groovy job at the Inkwell. 
The paper, which has just 
become a weekly publication, 
will suffer. My expected graduation 
date will change from May 
2004, to... whenever. I won't 
lie to you. I will become one 
very sad individual. 
The only way to stop them 
from dropping my classes at this 
point will be to pay my tuition, 
which is $1,301.00, plus books, 
plus art lab fees. They assure me 
they will reimburse me later, but 
I don't have a thousand dollars. 
1 shouldn'tneed athousand dollars. 
For four years I have made 
Dean's List. For four years I've 
had Pell Grant and the glorious 
H.O.P.E. scholarship pay for my 
schooling. I've also earned 
scholarships from Armstrong. I 
work on campus. I'm a senior 
this year. I preregister so early, 
that its practically considered 
pre-pre-registering. Yet, today 
as I stood in line behind 
incoming freshman to wait my 
turn, I was treated like a 
stranger. 
"What can I do?" I asked. 
"Just tell me what I can do." 
The patient lady at the counter 
could only shake her head. It 
was better when she wanted me 
to jump through hoops to prove 
to her that I still receive the 
same military allotment that 
I've been getting for four years. 
It was better when she looked 
at me blankly, not understanding 
what an allotment was. It was 
better when she had my mom 
physically write a letter explaining 
what an allotment was, after we 
had already given the office 
copies of our bank statement. 
Now she only shook her head 
at me and everyone in line 
behind me sort of looked at me 
as if to say, "Sucks to be you." 
I wanted to take that as the final 
answer, hold the tears at bay, 
because I have told everyone I 
know about my pending 
graduation, and go home and 
figure out what I was going to 
do with the next six months of 
my life, but I was encouraged 
to fight. Perhaps I am lucky. 
My position with the paper has 
made me certain contacts that 
take pity on my situation. I 
asked if they could help me, and 
while it is no genie in a bottle, 
at least I feel I have a chance. 
Continued on page 4 
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Faculty & Staff Contributors 
Sports: Chad Jackson 
A&E: Mario Incorvaia 
Student Activities 
•The Inkwell is published and distributed 
weekly each semester. Copies are available 
in distribution boxes throughout campus. 
•The Inkwell reserves the right to edit any 
submissions for length or content. 
•The opinions expressed by the students of 
AASU may not be the opinons of the staff 
of The Inkwell or the administration of 
AASU. 
•The Inkwell welcomes letters and comments 
from readers provided that they are clearly 
written or typed. All submissions must be 
signed with a telephone number and SSN 
included for verification purposes. Names 
will be withheld upon request. 
•The Inkwell welcomes public service 
announcements, press releases, etc. Such 
information may be published free of charge 
at the discretion of the editorial staff. 
• Photographs are not guaranteed to be returned 
after publication. The Inkwell will make 
all efforts to return photographs, but please 
make copies before submission. 
•Awards: 
Chris Lancia- Outstanding Sports Writing, 
Large University, SRPI, 2002, 2003 
Erin Quigley- Outstanding Feature Writing, 
Large University, SRPI, 2003 
• In loving memory of Erin Quigley, 
1975-2003. 
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23. Carries blip images 
25. Cup 
27. Yelps 








47. Magazine (Inf.) 
49. Requests 
52. Heckler 
54. Fairy tale monster 
55. Ban 
56 . .Lupino 
57. Fish eggs 
59.Japanese coin 
60. 19th Greek letter 











22. Waste Allowance 
24. Water barrier 
26. Owe 
29. Most unusual 
31. Drifter 
33. Daughters of Amer. Rev. (abbr) 
34. Public announcement (abbr) 
35. Newspaper 





46. Baby carriage 
48. Food 




58. Full of conceit 
61. Summer drink 
62. Derived from the sun 
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64. Edu. Group (abbr) 
65. Mole 
66. Josh 
67. African antelope 
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Worst Things to Hear on a Date... 
Courtesy of The Inkwell 
10. My bed is broken, do you think I can sleep in 
yours tonight? 
9. Hey! We're wearing the same shirt! 
8. Want some gum? No. Really. I insist. Have 
some gum. 
7. Is THAT what you're wearing? 
6. You sure did look more attractive on your web cam. 
5. Don't you just love riding the city bus? 
4. Whoops. I forgot my wallet. Do you mind getting 
this one? 
3.1 hope you don't mind, I invited my mother to 
join us. 
2. My ex-wife/ husband works here. Maybe we'll 
get a discount. 
1. Hide! My pimp is coming! 
Lamentation During the Summer 
Let the snow fall like angel's tears 
Soft and shimmery 
Let it blanket the sad earth 
In a sheet of fine cold love 
For I will die in this summer's grip 
This steamy hold that crushes my spirit 
Let me see my breath 
Hear the melody of snow 
Crunching and sloshing 
Under my feet 
Give me winter 
For despite summer's golden shine 
I am truly happiest 
With frost snapping at my heels 
-Sasha McBrayer 
